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The present application is rejected based on the following reason. 
Your opinion against the rejection will be acceptable within 60 da 
the departure date of this notification. 



FEB 1 0 2004 

REASON 

Technology Center 2100 

The invention claimed in the present application can not be granted 
a patent under Japanese Patent Law Section 29 Subsection (2), stating 
that where an invention claimed in a patent application is identical with 
an invention (or device) disclosed in the specification or drawings 
originally attached to the request of another application for a patent (or 
of an application for a utility model registration) which was filed prior to 
the filing date of the patent application and for which the Patent Gazette 
was published or the laying open for public inspection was effected or the 
Utility Model Gazette was published after the filing of the patent 
application, a patent shall not be granted for the invention. 

Furthermore, the invention claimed in the present application can not be ! 
granted a patent because the applicants of the other application for a 
patent or the application for a utility model registration are not the same 
person. 

NOTE 

(see List of Cited References, etc. with regard to cited references, etc.) 



Concerning Claims 1 to 15 
prior application 1 
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Remarks- 

A structure of calculating a communication degree of activity based 
on the number of group members by a shared space display method in a 
virtual space, and generating sound in accordance with the 
communication degree of activity, is cited in prior application 1 (refer 
especially to paragraphs [0040], [0041] of citation l). 



1. Japanese Patent Application No. H10-208239 (Unexamined 
Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. 2000-040162) 

Other than the claims indicated in this Reasons for refusal, reasons 
for refusal concerning the claims of the present invention can not be 
found at the present moment. If new reasons for refusal is found, a new 
Reason for refusal will be informed. 
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